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Largest earthquakes in 80 years hit Ramechhap

By Dale Dodge, WNC Director
A massive earthquake struck Nepal on April 25, 2105. These are the
messages we received from Suresh
Shrestha of Tamakoshi Sewa Samiti
(TSS), our partner organization in
the district of Ramechhap, Nepal.
April 25, 12:00 p.m.: There has been
7.5 Richter earthquake in Nepal. This
very big after many years. There has
been great damage of houses and death
of people including in Ramechhap and
Kathmandu….more report later.
April 26, 9:28 p.m.: I and my family
are safe. I am in Ramechhap. The total
death toll reached 876 as per Nepal police. The biggest in Kathmandu…. There

Multi-family house damaged in the April 25,
2015 earthquake in Ramechhap, Nepal.

has been huge destruction. In Ramechhap the reported death toll is 20 till now,
there has huge damages of houses in villages. There is no electricity here for the
last 2 days in Ramechhap. Please share
this as I am sending by mobile. All the
people are staying in open compound in
Kathmandu and Ramechhap… Every 30
minutes we having stroke.
May 3: Right now our overseer Mr.
Mahesh is in Rampur area. He has just
informed me that the source has been recharged in Salleni DW System, Rampur,
that was built 4 years ago in memory of
Rachel. This is the result of the great
earthquake of 9 days ago. In the last
night of 12 hours, the reservoir is filled
with water and also now over-flowing.
In one hand, the community people has
expressed great happiness, on the other
hand they are very sad with the negative
consequence from the earthquake.
May 12: There has been another great
shock of earthquake.
1st: 7.3 magnitude at 12.45 pm ~
epicenter Kodari Sindhupalchowk, surrounding district of Ramechhap.
2nd: 5.4 magnitude ~ again epicenter

in Kodari.
3rd: 6.3 magnitude ~ epicenter in Ramechhap.
They are all within 2 hours of Ramechhap. We are all safe…. This time our two
guest houses have been badly damaged
in TSS. Due to threat we are treating
patients in front of hospital compound
(outside, in the open.) There are already
died 3 people, more injury and more
damages of houses in Ramechhap. The
earthquake specialist were saying that
the big earthquake (of) more than 5.0
magnitude will not come again and not
to worry. But it happened again after 17
days. We are very upset. More later, no
electricity here.
Since May 12, there have been
more than 400 aftershocks, but none
comparable to the first two earthquakes in the spring. The death toll
has now exceeded 8,800 and 890,000
houses have been fully or partially damaged. In Ramechhap, 40,000
of an estimated 45,000 total houses
were damaged.
Aid has poured into the country
Continued on Page 2...

Honduras: The Mendoza-Aguirre family looks to the future
Submitted by Vecinos Honduras,
WNC partner in Honduras
Olvin Omar Mendoza Colindres
(34 years) and Nancy Elizabeth
Aguirre López (27 years) joined
the Michael Newman Program in
2011. They have attended Vecinos
Honduras training programs and
have not only assimilated the
learning, but they have shared it

Olvin and Nancy with their children Olvin and Edgar.

with their neighbours, becoming
leaders in their community. They
prepare natural medicines and
treat their children and another
eight families with the remedies.
Omar implements organic farming
and diversification in his plot. He
is currently producing plantains,
bananas, avocados, papaya,
tomatoes, chili pepper, celery, corn,
and beans. He also grows coffee on
1/4 manzana of land (about 1/8
acre) using biological fertilizers and
pesticides.
Omar believes that organic
produce is healthier and has
confirmed that biological inputs
are cheaper. He understands that
his neighbours’ actions affect his
family’s health. Therefore he also
promotes organic agriculture among
his neighbors. He also monitors the
well his family shares with another

five families, in order to keep the
water clean. Omar’s goal is to
produce 200 quintals (about 9200
kg) of coffee on 4 manzanas.
Nancy has joined the
EDUCATODOS program sponsored
by Vecinos Honduras. She finished
eighth grade in June and wants
to continue studying and finish
bachillerato (high school). Although
Omar, who only completed sixth
grade, says he is not interested in
finishing school, he has also stated
he wants his children, Olvin Javier
(11 years) and Edgar Yafeth (5
years), to study. Omar’s attitude
toward female and male roles has
changed. Now he helps Nancy with
the children. Before when Nancy
attended the workshops, she had to
leave the children with a neighbour.
Now she leaves them with her
husband.
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In their own words: Success stories from Burkina Faso

By Judy Gray, WNC Director
Though it has been more than six
months since I returned from Burkina Faso, my understanding of our
work in Fada has deepened.
In their own words, here are two
of the stories I heard.
Maurice: I want to
start by saying thank
you to APDC; thank
you to the sponsors
who supported us.
Today, I am really
full of joy. It’s like my
mouth is filled with
flour, and if I try to open my mouth,
all that flour will come tumbling
out!
It’s been six years since I received
support to better lay out and prepare my fields. Before, the fields I
cultivated were no longer fertile. I
want to say thank you because since
I prepared the “cordons pierreux”
(stone barriers) in my fields, the water flowed away, when it rains is the
only time when the water flowed.
The fields dried up very quickly. It
was very dry there, like a drought.

Today the field is very well
drained and when it rains the soil
stays damp longer and the corn
really grows well there. In the dry
season, the trees lose their leaves
and the wind carries them away.
When that dry season with the
wind comes to the fields, because
of the cordon pierreux, it prevents
the soil from being carried away.
And now everything remains in
the fields, all the compost, all the
leaves, everything helps to fertilize
the field. Before I put manure on,
before I prepared the field, before
that, I could get 6-7 bags per hectare. Since I developed the field,
there was a year when I got 14 100
pound bags. And the year that followed, there was only a little rain,
but I still got 12 sacks. When the
rains come, 14 bags are guaranteed.
That’s why I want to thank APDC,
and especially the financial partners
who supported us. If we did not
have that, the production would
still be a problem, 6-7 bags.
Martine Davide: The first year I
received 10,000 francs. So I went to

a buy female sheep. Today I have
nine sheep. After that again, we
have begun a credit and savings
group and I am the leader of the
group. From my sheep, I removed
two to sell them. I sold one for
15,000cfa and the other I sold for
20,000. And when I sold my sheep
it was to solve problems of clothing
for my children and myself. And I
want to say thank you to APDC and
its partners for the support and help
and that we have been able to learn
a new strategy. From this instruction, too, it actually allowed me to
use my money, and take my money
back, and reinvest my money and
now I can say I have had a positive
change in my life.

Martine Davide earns income from raising sheep.

TSS awarded International Leadership Award

Brian Goy and Russell Work of the Rotary Club
of Oliver present a cheque to Suresh Shrestha,
Chief Program Officer at Tamakoshi Sewa Samiti
and Dale Dodge, WNC Director.

Check us out at
www.worldneighbours.ca
You can also find us on Facebook, at
www.facebook.com/
WorldNeighboursCanada

By Dale Dodge, WNC Director
Suresh Shrestha, Chief Program Officer at Tamakoshi Sewa Samiti (TSS)
in Nepal, took advantage of a free
trip to Canada in September to tour
BC and visit friends and supporters.
The trip was part of an award to TSS
from the BC Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC). TSS was
recognized for “demonstrating leadership, innovation, and collaboration
at the community level and beyond,
as well as for exemplifying development effectiveness approaches in
their work.”
Suresh represented TSS and was
keynote speaker and panelist at the

Earthquakes, continued...
from around the world, including
from Canada, and including from
our World Neighbours friends.
All together, we sent over $47,000
CDN, of which $25,000 was spent on
tents and food for the poorest Dalit
communities, and $22,000 is being

spent on repairing damaged water
systems. Many thanks go to all of
you who helped in this crisis.
Right: Recharging cell phones at TSS headquarters in
Manthali when they fired up their generator for the
hospital. There was no other power source in the
town of 4,000 people for days after the earthquake.

BCCIC AGM in Vancouver on Fri.
Sept 18, and again at the Alberta CIC
on Sat., Sept. 19. After that, he travelled to Cranbrook, Oliver and Kamloops and spoke to Rotary Clubs,
students and community groups,
updating them on the earthquake,
the water and sanitation projects,
and the historical political accomplishments in Nepal.
Suresh also participated in the final number-crunching needed in the
federal government funding proposal that was approved for WNC earlier this summer. Final signing of the
five-year, $1 million project is expected in the next few weeks.

