The transformation of La Esperanza
by Vera Radyo, Executive Director of the Kenoli
Foundation and supporter of WNC
Since World Neighbours Canada first supported the
original 10 communities of the Michael Newman
Program in Honduras, we have seen dramatic
improvements in the lives of the people.
As a result of an agrarian reform process, some landless
farmers (“campesinos”) were granted land in the remote
mountain areas of the Danli municipality. In 2007, when
Vecinos Honduras (our local partner organization)
visited the area, community leaders stated that food
insecurity was a huge problem with an average of 90
days a year when families had no food. And they were
forced to borrow funds at exorbitant interest rates to
feed their families. Thus, not only were they extremely
poor, they were also in debt. A double whammy!
The reality for these communities has changed
dramatically since then. They are now food secure. The
families have learned how to grow organic corn, beans,
coffee, vegetables and fruits. Their children are
healthier and better nourished. Women cook on
improved stoves, no longer inhale the smoke from
cooking over open fires and have made many other
household improvements. The families no longer live in
isolation from one another, but have formed coffee
cooperatives and micro-businesses.
Because they live in remote mountainous communities,
they are easily forgotten. They have learned how to

advocate for themselves and have received support from
the local municipality in the form of water and
sanitation, road improvements, construction of a
training center and more. Most importantly, community
leaders have been trained as agents of change to ensure
that the development is sustained. These communities
will never regress to the old ways!
The Vecinos Honduras model is unique. The staff of the
project live in the remote communities in which they
work. This model has been very successful and for the
past few years, the staff of the Michael Newman
Program have expanded the focus of their work to
nearby Azabache, where they are already seeing
important changes in the lives of the people.
Congratulations Vecinos Honduras! We are very proud
of your accomplishments!
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WNC Director David Denbigh passes
We are very sad to announce that David Denbigh, a director with
World Neighbours Canada passed away suddenly on 7 December
2015. David was an excellent spokesperson and supporter of WNC,
and was often called upon to explain the philosophy and uniqueness
of our organization. Each time he spoke, his conviction and interest
in WNC was expressed clearly, succinctly and with genuine
enthusiasm. Both Dave and his wife Libby had a particular interest in
the Nepal water and sanitation projects and visited the area on two
occasions ~ once with
their extended family ~ to
view the newly installed
water system in the village
of Salleni. The water
system was dedicated to
their late daughter Rachel,
for whom the people of
Nepal had a special place
in her heart.

GLOBAL AFFAIRS CANADA
PROVIDES FUNDING
We are pleased to report that our funding
from Global Affairs Canada (formerly
called CIDA) has commenced. The
funding formula is complicated but the
grant provides $6 for every $1 we
contribute from our donors. The focus is
on mothers and young children. We will
support our partner organizations and the
people they work with to build 21 village
water systems and 4600 latrines in Nepal,
train 900 mothers to raise healthy children
in Honduras, support 400 families in
Burkina Faso to produce more food for
their children, and much more.

Witnessing change in Burkina Faso: Judy Gray
by Judy Gray, World Neighbours Canada Director

When I visited the village of Gbersaaga in 2015, there
were only a few villagers gathered under the “big
shade tree”, though the numbers did slowly grow.
When asked by the APDC team (our local partner
organization) what they'd like to say, it was clear that
no-one had prepared a message and the villagers
looked uncertainly at one another until finally one
would stand reluctantly, to share the requested
information. Though the village had requested to join
the APDC village development program, it was clear
that they did not have experience conducting a village
meeting. The people seemed somewhat
overwhelmed by our visit and unsure of their role
when greeting visitors.
I returned to Gbersaaga in March this year. We were
invited to attend a meeting of a new women’s savings
and credit group. Pauline Combary, who had become
the leader of the group, explained the rules about
belonging: each woman must attend the weekly
meeting, sit in her assigned spot, contribute the
required amount of money (approximately 20¢), listen
while her peers speak and, if money is borrowed, be
prepared to pay back the amount within two months
with a 10% interest charge. Each woman's
contribution is recorded in a ledger, as well as any

Pauline Combary with savings and credit group

loans made from the “bank”.
These women were organized, knew what they
wanted to tell us, answered questions, and stood
confidently to speak. What amazed me most was
Pauline’s explanation that she understood that when I
had visited the previous year their community was not
prepared. She said there had been a change in the
community over the course of the year and she hoped
that we would notice that change in atmosphere and
attitude. She did not need to voice those words - the
change was abundantly clear! There is still much
work to be done in the community to achieve food
security and lasting improvements, but the seed has
been sown and change has begun. I am so glad that
we were able to re-visit Gbersaaga to witness change
underway.

Moving forward in Nepal after the earthquake and blockade
By Navjot K. Gill, WNC Director
While driving to the remote villages
where TSS (Tamakoshi Sewa Samiti,
our partner organization in Nepal)
implements water and sanitation

Water is now close to home.

projects, we saw the damage from the
devastating earthquake that shook the
region in 2015. In the Ramechhap
district, approximately 90% of the
households were affected. Further, right
after the earthquake, Nepal faced a 4month blockade on its border with
India. This made it impossible for
communities to rebuild, due to the
shortage of supplies. After almost a year
of hardships, communities are starting
to move forward in rebuilding their
homes and their livelihoods.
Even with these challenges,
communities are empowered and ready
for change. During my visit, TSS hosted
a consultation meeting with villagers in
Hiledevi, a remote region that still does
not have access to electricity or
adequate water sources. The meeting
introduced TSS’s goal of ensuring
100% of households in the area have a
toilet by the end of 2016. The meeting
also provided space for community

members to share their challenges and
ideas. The energy that circulated in the
room was absolutely indescribable. The
tiny room was filled with over 65
people. Some were sitting on the ground
and others standing on the outside of the
building, sharing their ideas through the
window opening. Many villagers
walked for over an hour to participate in
the conversations.
It is meetings like these that engage
communities towards empowerment,
and as a result, create sustainable
change that is lead by the people. With
the help of World Neighbors Canada,
TSS has helped over 22,000 families
construct toilets, and have provided
water systems to over 135 villages. TSS
is changing lives in remote villages.
With their model of community
empowerment, change is sustainable.
This is what change looks like - one
region, one village, and one family at a
time.

